Governor Dewine announces
assistance for paying water and sewer
bills (see full announcement below).
Home Relief Grants
Starting November 2, 2020, the state of Ohio, working with local Community Action Agencies,
will help eligible Ohioans who are behind on rent, mortgage, and water and/or sewer utility bills
catch up on past payments back to April 1, 2020 and provide additional assistance through
December 30, 2020.
Ohioans will be able to apply for assistance through their local Community Action Agency
starting November 2, 2020. A list of local Community Action Agencies can be found at the
bottom of this page.
Ohio households with an annual income at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines will
be eligible for assistance. Here is the annual income by household size.
Size of Household

Total Household Income 12 Months

1

up to $25,520

2

up to $34,480

3

up to $43,440

4

up to $52,400

5

up to $61,360

6

up to $70,320

7

up to $79,280

8

up to $88,240

For households with more than eight (8) members, add $8,960 for each additional member.

When applying for assistance, Ohioans will need to provide the following
information:


Names of all household members



Date of Birth



Social Security Number



Current or Previous address



Copies of Social Security cards, or verification for each household member



Proof of income for all household members 18 years or older for a minimum of the past
30 days
o

For seasonal or self-employed individuals, please provide proof of income for 12
months



Any supporting documentation to demonstrate need



Hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic

Individuals that are currently unemployed will only need to provide 30 days of income for
verification purposes. Additionally, any federal unemployment stipend is excluded from
determining a household’s benefit.

To receive Rental Assistance, they will also need to provide:


Eviction or past due rent notice. Notice should include total amount due (including fees)



If moving to a new location, justification for the move (i.e. currently homeless, living
with another family and not sufficient space etc.)



Landlord contact information and lease agreement

To receive Mortgage Assistance, they will also need to provide:


Notice of late mortgage payment (including taxes and insurance)

To receive Utility Assistance, they will also need to provide:


Copy of utility bill demonstrating the account has been shut off, is in disconnect
status or is past due

The Community Action Agency for Muskingum County is:
Muskingum Economic Opportunity Action Group
828 Lee Street
Zanesville, Ohio 43701-4930
(740) 453-5703
To start the application process call and leave a message with Erin Tuttle Ext 112 or Gloria
Starcher Ext. 117 stating your name Phone number and explaining your need. Erin or
Gloria will return your call as soon as possible.

Governor DeWine Announces
CARES Act Funding to Support Small
Businesses, Nonprofits, and Ohioans
Impacted by COVID-19
October 23, 2020

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Lt. Governor Jon Husted today
announced that the administration, in partnership with the General Assembly, is
developing a package of more than $419.5 million CARES Act funding to help Ohioans.
This package includes funding for small businesses, restaurants and bars, hospitals,
higher education, arts, nonprofits, and low-income Ohioans impacted financially by the
pandemic.
“We know that Ohioans are hurting, and the needs are great. We must do what we can
to help them through this crisis,” said Governor DeWine. “Providing financial support to
small businesses, the arts, and nonprofits will help them keep the doors open and
Ohioans employed. For Ohioans in need, this assistance will help them stay in their
homes, which can make all the difference.”
The package is be taken to the State Controlling Board for approval on Monday,
October 26.
The package includes $125 million in CARES Act funding to provide grants to small
businesses with no more than 25 employees. The grant funding will help businesses
pay for a variety of expenses, including mortgage or rent payments; utility payments;
salaries, wages, or compensation for employees and contractors; business supplies or
equipment; and other costs. The application for the Small Business Relief Program will
be available November 2, 2020 at businesshelp.ohio.gov.
“This is an incredibly trying time for small businesses. Many of them are struggling to
keep the doors open and the lights on, and we need to help them get through this
difficult time,” said Lt. Governor Husted. “I know from my discussions with small
businesses around the state that the package we are announcing today will absolutely
save businesses and jobs.”
With this package, the administration also is allocating $50 million from the
Coronavirus Relief Fund to 47 Community Action Agencies to provide rent,
mortgage, and water and/or sewer assistance to Ohioans in need. This
assistance will help Ohioans pay outstanding balances back to April 1, 2020.

Ohio households behind on their bills with an annual income at or below 200% of the
federal poverty guidelines will be eligible for assistance. For a family of four, that is an
annual income up to $52,400. Starting November 2, 2020, Ohioans will be able to apply
for assistance through their local Community Action Agency. A list of agencies can be
found at businesshelp.ohio.gov.
The administration will also designate $37.5 million of CARES Act funding for the Bar
and Restaurant Assistance Fund. This fund will be available for Ohio restaurants and
bars struggling financially as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and limited in the full
use of their liquor permit.
Businesses with an on-premise consumption permit will be eligible to receive $2,500 per
unique business location. Businesses need to have an active on-premise permit as of
close of business October 23, 2020. Starting November 2, permit holders will be able to
apply for assistance at businesshelp.ohio.gov.
Additionally, the package allocates $62 million in CARES Act funding for rural and critical
access hospitals as the response continues for the COVID-19 pandemic. This funding
may be applied to additional costs associated with the ongoing pandemic, including
various safety measures, and the purchase of critical PPE for first responders.
“We are seeing a record-breaking number of hospitalizations throughout Ohio,” said
Governor DeWine. “This is deeply concerning as we are nearing the winter season.
COVID-19 is not slowing down, and continues to hit our rural communities hard.”
It also includes $100 million in CARES Act funding for higher education. This funding
will support critical COVID-19-related services provided at Ohio’s universities and
colleges, including expanding testing for students, faculty, and staff, and mental health
services.
“Our colleges and universities have done a great job at promoting the health and safety
of students, faculty, and staff this fall,” said Governor DeWine. “We know that there is a
greater need for mental health services, and this funding may be put towards
expanding access to those services on campuses.”
In addition, $25 million CARES Act funding will be designated for nonprofits, and $20
million to support Ohio’s world-class arts organizations. These funds will be used for
costs incurred throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
To date, more than $2.1 billion Coronavirus Relief Funds have been distributed to local
governments, childcare, PPE, broadband access, and other critical areas in need of
financial assistance.
Today's announcement is supported by several Ohio organizations, including NFIB, Ohio
Association of Community Action Agencies, Ohio Bankers League, and others. All
quotes of support can be found on governor.ohio.gov.

