Minutes for Monday, June 29, 2026 1

Commissioners Present: Bell, Prouty, Cameron
Staff Present: Kacey Stackhouse

RES 26-0619 Meeting was called to order at 8:03 a.m. on the motion of Commissioner
Cameron and the second of Commissioner Prouty
Vote was Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

Commissioner Cameron moved to approve the payment of bills, pending review.
Seconded by Commissioner Prouty.
Vote was Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

The following legislation was now considered:

RES 26-0620 approve the fund to fund transfer of monies for the Muskingum County
Auditor’s Office as requested by Stephanie Spencer, Chief Administrator, as follows:
FUND TRANSFER OF MONIES

From Fund To Fund Amount
013-372-510003 167-000-414002 $15,112.35

(Transfer of the required amounts are to make the principal payments associated with OPWC Debt Issues. Transfers
are to meet debt service obligations due 07/01/2026)

Motion made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.
Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

RES 26-0621 authorize signing the Memorandum of Understanding for the Paving of the
Licking View Neighborhood Project. This Memorandum of Understanding is an agreement
between Muskingum County and Falls Township that establishes a payment by Falls Township
to Muskingum County in the amount of $55,989.69 for resurfacing improvements to be made
within the Licking View Neighborhood that were not affected by the Licking View Sanitary
Sewer Project. These resurfacing improvements are to be included in the Resurfacing of the
Licking View Neighborhood Project.

Motion made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

RES 26-0622 authorize the signing of the Preliminary Engineering Report for the Well
Field and Water Treatment Plant Expansion project.

Motion made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

RES 26-0623 Whereas, the County of Muskingum intends to apply for Water Supply
Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) for the planning, design and or construction of the Powelson Area
Watermain Extensions; and

Whereas, the Ohio Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) requires the government authority
to pass legislation for application of a loan and the execution of an agreement as well as designating a
dedicated repayment source; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the County of Muskingum, Ohio:

SECTION 1. That Melissa J. Bell be and is hereby authorized to apply for a WSRLA loan, sign all
documents for and enter into a Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) with the Ohio
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Environmental Protection Agency and the Ohio Water Development Authority for planning, design
and/or construction of water facilities on behalf of the County of Muskingum, Ohio.

SECTION 2. That the dedicated source of repayment will be User Charges.

SECTION 3. That is resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed
by law.

Motion made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

RES 26-0624 Whereas, the County of Muskingum intends to apply for Water Supply
Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) for the planning, design and or construction of the Harrison
Township Waterline Extension; and

Whereas, the Ohio Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) requires the government authority
to pass legislation for application of a loan and the execution of an agreement as well as designating a
dedicated repayment source; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the County of Muskingum, Ohio:

SECTION 1. That Melissa J. Bell be and is hereby authorized to apply for a WSRLA loan, sign all
documents for and enter into a Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) with the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency and the Ohio Water Development Authority for planning, design
and/or construction of water facilities on behalf of the County of Muskingum, Ohio.

SECTION 2. That the dedicated source of repayment will be User Charges.

SECTION 3. That is resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed
by law.

Motion made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

There was much discussion regarding Dearth Alley Vacation.

RES 26-0625 declare an Executive Session at 8:32 a.m. for the purpose of discussing a
Economic Development Matter of the Muskingum County Commissioners. This session ended about
9:13 a.m.

Motion made by Commissioner Cameron, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

Stan Lucas came in to discuss Boggs Rd & boring under the road for a tap. He also discussed,
Mark Sterling asked him to bring the camera to the fairgrounds to look at some culverts,
Commissioners agreed that would be ok.

RES 26-0626 accept and sign the Transfer of Assets Agreement between Thuy Real
Estate, LLC and the Board of Commissioners.

Motion made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

RES 26-0627 Commissioners moved to go into Executive Session at 10:00 a.m. to
consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or
compensation of a public employee or official of Muskingum County. This session ended
approximately 10:12 a.m.

Motion made by Commissioner Cameron, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.
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Commissioners left to view Ellis Dam Road and meet with residents regarding concerns about
the road. Muskingum Township Trustees, Muskingum County Engineers office and local
business owner were all present.

Commissioner Cameron reported she attended the Vivek Ramaswamy event at Toms Ice Cream
and asked if he would be willing to meet with the Commissioners regarding Data Centers to
obtain information and he agreed to do so.

RES 26-0628 approve the payment of the 4-H Junior Fair, Future Farmers of America
(FFA), Grange and Scouts premiums for the year 2026 to the Muskingum County Agricultural
Society up to $13,500. As a condition of payment, the Muskingum County Agricultural Society
will be required to submit names and totals of payment to the County Commissioners’ Office.
Also, if there are funds not used, the County is to get the reimbursement not the Fair Board.
Motion made by Commissioner Cameron, seconded by Commissioner Bell.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

Commissioners placed a call to Andy Roberts regarding the Land Bank.

RES 26-0629 Commissioners moved to go into Executive Session at 1:01 p.m. to
consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or
compensation of a public employee or official of Muskingum County. This session ended
approximately 1:35 p.m.

Motion made by Commissioner Prouty, seconded by Commissioner Cameron.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

Chris Crook came in to give updates on blighted properties.

Commissioners returned a call to a Nob Hill Road resident regarding a complaint about
mosquitoes.

Commissioner Prouty texted Corey Hamilton at the Health Department regarding several
complaints about mosquitoes.

RES 26-0630 The Board of Muskingum County Commissioners met on June 22, 2026,
at 9:00 a.m. in the commissioner’s meeting room for the purpose of a public hearing regarding a
petition for the vacation of Dearth Alley.
In attendance at the hearing were the following:

Melissa J. Bell, Drake L. Prouty and Cindy S. Cameron, County Commissioners

Kacey Stackhouse, Commissioner’s Clerk

Mark A. Zanghi, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

Kade Haddox, County Administrator

Dennis Swierz, County Engineer’s Office

Shawn Johnson, Falls Township Fiscal Officer

Justin & Kristy Meddings (Petitioners)

Aarica Eby, Attorney for Justin & Kristy Meddings

Joseph Biggs (property owner)
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David Tarbert, Attorney for Joseph Biggs

Fountain Sharp (neighbor of Joseph Biggs)
The Board notes for the record that a public viewing of Dearth Alley was held on June 15, 2026,
and that the public and all property owners affected by the proposed vacation were provided with
notice of the date of the public viewing and the public hearing.
Attorney Eby requested that Justin Meddings be sworn in. Ms. Eby & Mr. Meddings spoke in
favor of the vacation of Dearth Alley.
Attorney Tarbert, Joseph Biggs, and Fountain Sharp spoke against the vacation of Dearth Alley.
Shawn Johnson stated that Dearth Alley has never been maintained as a public roadway, nor will
it ever be maintained as a public roadway by Falls Township.
The Board acknowledges receipt of the evidence presented by the Attorney Eby on behalf of the
Meddings. The Board also acknowledges receipt of letters submitted by Attorney Tarbert on
behalf of Joseph Biggs, and a letter from Mark Eicher, Muskingum County Engineer regarding
the vacation of Dearth Alley.
Per Andy Roberts, Planning Commission Director, the access leading from Montgomery Avenue
to Parcel 17-73-02-20-000 is not sufficient in width to further subdivide the land pursuant to the
Muskingum County Subdivision Regulations. In addition, the address of 1985 Montgomery
Avenue, Zanesville, Ohio, 43701 has been nullified and will not be recognized as a valid
address. Furthermore, the property, which is the subject matter of this vacation, is subject to all
Zoning regulations of Falls Township.
Having considered the letters received and the evidence and testimony presented at the public
hearing it is the decision of the Board of Muskingum County Commissioners not to approve the
vacation of Dearth Alley.
It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the
adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations
of this Board and of any of its committees that resulted in those formal actions were in meetings
open to the public, in compliance with the law.
Motion made by Commissioner Cameron, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.
Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, aye. Motion carried.

RES 26-0631 authorize Melissa J. Bell to sign on behalf of the Board of Muskingum
County Commissioners the Warning System Siren Service Contract with Commercial
Electronics, Inc. to be effective July 1%, 2026 thru June 30", 2027.

Motion made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Prouty.

Roll Call: Bell, aye; Prouty, aye; Cameron, abstain. Motion carried.

Commissioners called Attorney Don Dal Ponte and left a message regarding the AEP easement.

Commissioners called Rose Jenkins regarding a concern she had about the upkeep of
surrounding cemeteries.

Commissioners received an email from Jason Baughman regarding El-Perian required to
evacuate due to building issues. Great Clips & Pizza Hut will potentially need to evacuate as
well.

Commissioner Prouty received a text from Corey Hamilton stating Nob Hill Rd is on the spray
list for mosquitoes.
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Commissioners called Candy Emmert regarding a concern with a recent resignation of Children
Services Board & the lack of communication with the details of said resignation.

With no further business being before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
4:23 p.m. on the motion of Commissioner Bell and the second of Commissioner Prouty.

Melissa J. Bell

Drake L. Prouty Zg

’ C
CindyJS. Cameron




